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OVERVIEW 
 
Romania’s role in the wartime alliance system mirrored that of Italy.  Both were allied with Austria-
Hungary, but the treaties stipulated that they were obligated to go to war only if Austria-Hungary was 
attacked.  Like Italy, Romania argued that their neighbor to the north-west had started the war.  Romania 
began the war as a neutral nation but by 1916, following the Brusilov Offensive, joined the Allies.  The 
17 Aug 1916 alliance included, among other demands, Romanian rights over Transylvania, where 
Romanians were an ethnic majority.  Ten days later, a declaration of war was followed by three 
Romanian armies attacking the southern Carpathians and Transylvania.  Russia provided some troops 
under General Zaionchkovsky, but no logistical support to face four Austro-Hungarian divisions which 
moved to reinforce the lines of Central Powers troops. 
 
The German response to the Romanian attack was a dual assault, General von Falkenhayn (recently 
relieved as German Army Chief of Staff, moved along an inland route and General von Mackensen with 
Bulgarian, Ottoman and German troops from Bulgaria along the coast.  Romanians under General 
Averescu retreated into the mountains and the offensive ended by early October. After battles at Turtucaia 
(6 Sep), Haţeg (18 Sep), Hermannstadt/Sibiu (26 Sep) and Flămânda (1-2 Oct). 
 
Bulgarian troops captured Turnu Roşu Pass, a Romanian attack at Kronstact/Braşov on 4 October was 
halted, and by 26 Oct, Romania was back within its pre-war borders.  On the coast, Mackensen launched 
a new offensive, forcing a combined Romanian-Russian army under Zaionchkovsky to withdraw from 
Constanţa on 22 Oct.  So successful was Mackensen’s advance that he pulled half of his force back to 
Bulgaria to prepare for a move across the Danube. 
 
German offensive operations dominated the autumn of 1916.  Falkenhayn probed the mountain passes, 
then moved the elite Alpen Korps into Vulcan Pass (10 Nov), which began to push the Romanian Army 
through the mountains and onto the Hungarian Plain.  Mackensen then crossed the Danube at Sistova on 
23 Nov and launched an all-out assault toward Bucharest. 
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Ground down by repeated Central Power offensives, and poorly supplied with winter approaching, new 
Fourth Romanian Army commander, General Constantine Prezan sought Russian assistance, which did 
not come.  He assaulted anyway and by 6 Dec Falkenhayn’s cavalry captured Bucharest, forcing Russia to 
commit troops to defend its unstable southern border.  By Mid-1917, most of Romania was in Russian 
hands, although the north remained independent.  In May, Romanian troops supported the disastrous 
Kerensky Offensive; Mackensen’s counterattack let to the Battle of Mărăşeşti, which Romania did win.  
Unoccupied lands and the capital, Iaşi, were free but in occupied lands, Germany began to repair oil fields 
(Ploieşti) and requisition grain and other supplies from the population. When the Russian Revolution let 
to the Treaty of Brest Litovsk, Germany surrounded Romania, fording the separate Treaty of Bucharest, 
which surrendered coastal lands to Bulgaria and the mouth of the Danube to the Central Powers. 
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